
Ol'ENIN». OE WlLLARD HOSPITAL.-The Willard
Hospital, at Bedford, Mass., for the treatment of dip-
somania and narcomanía, was formally opened last
week. The house contains thirty rooms and is situ-
ated in extensive grounds (175 acres), with every op-
portunity for outdoor amusements. The question of
inebriety is always an important one. Last year
Mayor Quiney appointed a special committee to in-
vestigate the subject. One of the recommendations of
this committee was that cities should have institutions
like the Forel institution in Switzerland. To this end
the Willsrd Hospital has been established. Dr. Ed-
ward Everett Haléis president and Dr. S. B. Elliot
medical director.
The Sharon Sanitarium.

—

Wo are requested to
inform our readers that members of the medical pro-
fession with friends are cordially invited to inspect the
new buildings of the Sharon Sanitarium, on Thursday,
October 11, from 1 1 a. m. to I P. m., and from 3 to 5
i'. M. Trains leave the Back Bay Station for Sharon
at 10.19 a.m. and 2.1!) i\ M.
Diphtheria at Newton, Mass.

—

It is reported
that about a dozen cases of diphtheria have been re-
ported to the Hoard of Health of Newton since the
opening of the public schools. Most of the cases ¡ire
n West Newton near the Wultlium line.
Deaths in Worcester, Mass.

—

According to
the mortality report of the Worcfister, Mass., Board of
Health, the number of deaths in August, 1900, was
244, as against 171 for August, 1899.

NEW YORK.

Closino oe Strauss Milk Depots.—Mr.
Nathan Strauss has closed for the season his twelve
depots for the distribution of pasteurized and steri-
lized milk in the parks and on the recreation piers,
and there now remain open only the three permanent
depots. Since the beginning of this charitable work
in 1893 the infant mortality of the city, in the reduc-
tion of which this is, no doubt, an important factor,
has steadily diminished. In Manhattan and the
Bronx (the former New York) during the months of
June, .Inly and August of 1892 there were (i,()12
deaths in children under five years of age and the
death rate was 130.1, while in the samo period of
1900, notwithstanding the great increase in popula-
tion, there were only 4,502 deaths in this class, and
the death rate was 78.1. The nearest approach to
this was in the cool summer of hist year, when the
death rate was 81.8.
Improvements in Carnecie Laboratory. —At

the first moisting this season of the Executive Commit-
tee of the Council of the University of the City of
New Yrork, which was held on September 24th, it
was announced that through the generosity of Mr.
Carnegie, extensive improvements had been made in
the Carimgie Laboratory during the summer. Under
the supervision of Dr. Win. II. Park, associate pro-
fessor of bacteriology, the upper stories have been re-

fitted for elaborate bacteriological research, while all
the remainder of the building is to be devoted to his-
tology. It was in this laboratory that Drs. Dunham
and McAlpin prepared their pathological exhibit for
the recent meeting of the American Medical Associa-
tion at Atlantic City, which proved so acceptable
that such an exhibit was made a permanent feature.
Fraudulent Use op Soft Coal.

—

Since the
rise in the price of anthracite coal incident to the
strike numerous manufacturers in the city have re-
sorted to the use of soft coal. On September 25th
the president of the Board of Health ordered the
sanitary superintendent to have a special inspection
made for the purpose of finding out, who the offenders
were, and on the 28th seven persons were arrested and
arraigned in the police courts. The Statement w:c
also made that, warrants bad been issued for nearly a
hundred other violators of the law.
Meeting ok American Electro-Therapeutic

Association.
—

The tenth annual meeting of the
American Hlectro-Tlierapoutie Association was held
at the New York Academy of Medicine on Septem-
ber 25th, 26th and 27th, with Dr. Walter II. White,
of Boston, the president, in flits chair. At the open-
ing session the members of the association were wel-
comed to the city by the president of the Municipal
Council, and responses were made by Drs. Charles
Dickson, of Toronto, and Louis F. Bishop. Secretary
of the Academy of Medicine.
An Excursion for Nurses.

—

Mr. Elbridge T.
Gerry recently took ¡i party of seventy nurses from
the New York Hospital School on an excursion up
the Hudson on his steam yacht lilectra.
Purchase hy State Forest Preserve Board.

—

The Stiife Forest Preserve Hoard has just purchased
16,000 additional acres in the Adirondaeks, ¡it prices
ranging from $1.50 to $0.50 an acre.

Obituary.

SAMUEL SMITH PURPLE, M.D.
Dr. Samuel Smith Purple, a former president of the

Academy of Medicine and one of the most venerated
members of the profession in New York, died at his home
in that city at midnight on September 29tb. He was born
at Lebanon, Madison County, N. Y., on June 24, 1822, and
was graduated from the Medical Department of the Uni-
versity of the City of New York in 1844. From 1846 to
1848 he wus physician at the New York City Dispensary.During the epidemic of cholera in 184Í), he did excellent
service as ward physician under tlie Board of Health.
He was an original member of the New York Academy of
Medicine. From 1870 to 187ÍÍ he was a vice president of
that hody, and from 187(> to 1880, its president. Dr. Pur-
ple was the founder of the great library of the Academy,
which was started by a gift of four thousand volumes from
him. He was also one of the founders of the New York
State and County Medical Associations. He was formerly
n prolific writer for the medical press, and at the time of
his death he owned one of the finest private libraries in
New York. Dr. Purple was unmarried.
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